Microbiological analysis after complete or partial removal of carious dentin in primary teeth: a randomized clinical trial Lula ECO, Monteiro-Neto V et al. Caries Res 2009; 43: 354-358 Similar numbers of micro-organisms recovered 3-6 months after either partial or complete caries removal. Partial caries removal may allow 'formation of tertiary dentin and sclerosis of dentinal tubules, thus preventing unnecessary pulp exposure'. 'Deciduous molars with acute carious lesions in the inner half of dentin' were treated, by either partial or total caries removal. After lining with calcium hydroxide, the cavities were restored with resin composite. Microbial culture was performed on bur samples at initial treatment and at re-entry, 3-6 months later. In the fi nal analysis, each treatment regimen was carried out on 16 teeth in 26 patients. Large numbers of Streptococcus spp., mutans streptococci, Lactobacillus spp. and total microorganisms were recovered immediately after partial caries removal compared with complete caries removal. However at reentry, the authors reported that 'colonization was similar in the two groups for all microorganisms studied'. DOI: 10.1038DOI: 10. /sj.bdj.2009 
' ...the necessity for long-sleeved, high-neck clinic attire to reduce potential exposure of skin to a patient's blood' . It has been restated in this on-line US publication, that dental protective clothing 'require sleeves to be long enough to protect the forearms….. (from) splattering and spraying of blood, saliva or potentially infectious material'. These are the recommendations of the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) Bloodborne Pathogens Standard published almost 20 years ago and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (2003) infection-control guidelines for dentistry. Such clothing does not have to be fl uid impervious. However, it has to be removed when leaving clinical areas and must not be laundered at home. Disposable protective clothing could be used as an alternative. The author does not state that another reason for wearing long-sleeved clothing is that it may minimise sharps injuries. Dentists underdiagnose 'in order not to overtreat the disease' . The aim of this in vitro study was to determine if experience and country of training infl uenced the accuracy of detecting occlusal caries from radiographs. Standardised 'bitewing' radiographs were recorded of 166 third permanent molar teeth. The radiographs were examined by four different groups with 5 subjects in each group. These groups comprised dentists and dental students from Switzerland or Brazil. Their observations were compared to the histological gold standard. Dentists had the highest values for specifi city (teeth identifi ed from radiographs as not having caries) and the lowest levels of sensitivity (true cases of disease). An explanation for this is that 'they (dentists) are willing to not detect some caries lesions in order not to overtreat the disease'. Swiss dental students had the 'highest value of sensitivity (0.75) and the lowest value of specifi city (0.24)'. DOI: 10.1038 DOI: 10. /sj.bdj.2009 
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